Two Reasons Why Children In The
Same Family Behave Differently.

“How come,” asked an attendee at
a recent seminar.

“Two children, coming from the
same parents and living in the same
house, behave so differently . We
treated them the same way.” The
mother went on.

“ They got the same amount of
love, the same discipline, the same
privileges.”

“ It just doesn’t figure.” She
concluded..

It is common for parents to look
to biological factors, especially
genetics, for explanations of behavior
in their children (Often the parent
attributes the fault to their spouse’s
side of the family.)

While biological factors may
influence behaviors, they are not the
direct cause of complex social
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child may experience another may
not.

For example it is well known that
parents treat their children differently
based on the order in which they are
born. The first-born is an only child,
at least for a short period of time.
Parents will spend more individual
time with her than her later arriving
siblings, make more demands on her
and also have greater expectations of
her.

This could be why the research
indicates that first-borns tend to be
more dependent and more
conforming. Also first-born tend to be
more academically and achievement
oriented than are her successors.

Later-borns are never an only child
and must learn to interact with other
children early on. This is reflected in
the research which shows that later-
born children are more socially adept
and get along well outside the family,
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PSYCHOLOGICALLY SPEAKING... By Dr. Thomas A. Houle I

There are some interesting studies
which show that as children grow
older they tend to engage in fewer
problematic behaviors than do
younger children. This would suggest
that as children mature they do not
create more misbehaviors rather, they
simply refine the ones that are
effective.

Children are not consciously aware
they control their environment with
their actions. Rather they are
behaving by rote with a response
pattern learned through experiment
and experience.

That each child reacts to his own
unique environment and that each
child selects which behaviors he will
use to control his environment are but
two factors which can cause behavior
differences among siblings. Certainly
there are many more. Considering
this parents should expect siblings
will behave differently rather than
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